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for the first time, the service of a Native State. The princes in his
charge became good students, and their career as rulers also proved to
be very successful. After working as a tutor for four years, he was given
the responsible post of an assistant to the Dewan. He was later appoint-
ed Deputy Dewan, in which post he earned a good name. The State
had been in a very bad condition. The late Mr. J. Bruce Norton has
said of him : " He was a great scholar and a political administrator. In
the short space of a year he established peace in the land. To everyone
he meted out justice without fear or favour. He greatly reduced theft,
treachery and deceit. "
The Dewan of Travancore was a very weak man, and the Maharaja
too was ill-informed. He did not know how the administration was go-
ing on, and the officers of the State too had become debased and cor-
rupt. Their salary, moreover, was very low and sometimes fell into arrears
for months. The loan advanced by the British Government had not yet
been repaid, and the treasury was empty. The taxes being heavy, trade
was in a very bad state and the people were reduced to utter poverty.
This caught the attention of Lord Dalhousie1 who resolved~to take over the
administration of the State on behalf of the British Government and pro-
ceeded to Octacamund with a view to annexing the State to Madras Pre-
sidency. At this time, the Maharaja appointed Madhav Rao to the post of
Dewan and he successfully pleaded with the British Government to
give him seven years' time to improve the State administration. In this
way, at the early age of 30, by dint of personal effort and honesty,
Madhav Rao attained a distinguished position. The notable event of
his career as Dewan pertained to the State revenues. The State finances
were in a bad way when he took charge as Dewan. He abolished the
excessive land revenue and other taxes imposed in the past as they were
harmful to the prosperity of the people. He also abolished the system of
monopoly for revenue collection. He met the deficit in the annual re-
venues by levying an export duty of 15 per cent, on all goods. As the State
went on prospering, he gradually reduced the rate of this duty and brought
it down to 5 per cent. Next he abolished the monopoly in tobacco also
and permitted State subjects to buy it directly from outside, replacing the
former system of Government first buying it at its own risk from the con-
tractors and then selling it to the people. The tariff burden being thus
made light, imports received much encouragement. He then removed
many other petty taxes and cesses as they did not yield much revenue
and were also harmful to the prosperity of the merchants. He reduced,
at one stroke, the very heavy land tax in a certain village. In 1865,
on behalf of Travancore, he entered into a trade agreement with the
British Government and the Government of Cochin, as a result of which
the customs duty on goods imported from British Indian and Cochin terri-
tories was abolished for the most part.
1 Marquess of Dalhousie, (1812-60), Governor-General of India,  1848-56